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Veteran's Pension

Veteran's Pension is a payment every two weeks similar to NZ Superannuation but with some
additional benefits.

Veteran's Pension is administered and paid by the Ministry
of Social Development, not Veterans' Affairs

Who can get this

You may get Veteran's Pension if you or your partner:

¢ have Qualifying Operational Service
e are an NZ resident and normally live here, and

e are aged 65 years or over.
Qualifying Operational Service explained (https://www.veteransaffairs.mil.nz/eligibility/qualifying-service/)

What you can get

The amount you receive depends on:

whether you are single, married or in a relationship

e your living situation if you're single

¢ whether your partner is included in your Veteran’s Pension payments or not
e any overseas benefit or pension you may get

e any payments you get from accident insurance or ACC.

View the maximum current rates for NZ Superannuation and Veteran’s Pension
(https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/products/benefit-rates/index.html)

Information on NZ Superannuation, Veteran's Pension and overseas pensions on Govt.nz
(https://www.govt.nz/browse/tax-benefits-and-finance/new-zealand-superannuation-and-the-veterans-pension/nz- @
superannuation-veterans-pension-and-overseas-pensions/)

Tax and the Veteran's Pension

You pay tax on the Veteran's Pension. The amount you're taxed depends on whether you get any other income.
Income you pay tax on (https://www.govt.nz/browse/tax-benefits-and-finance/tax/income-you-pay-tax-on/) @
Extra benefits you can get

You get extra benefits if you have a Veteran's Pension rather than NZ Superannuation.

¢ You automatically get a Community Services Card — this will be combined with your Veteran SuperGold Card.
¢ Your pension isn't reduced if you need long-term hospital care.

e After your death, your partner or children may be able to get a lump sum payment.
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Community Services Card on Govt.nz (https://www.govt.nz/browse/health-system/financial-help/community-services- @
card/)

How to apply

You can apply for a Veteran's Pension eight weeks before you turn 65.
Contact the Veteran's Pension Centre to talk about your circumstances and they’ll explain how to apply.

Contact the Veteran's Pension Centre, part of the Ministry of Social Development
(https://www.workandincome.govt.nz/about-work-and-income/contact-us/veterans-contacts.html)

The date you apply is important
You get paid from the date you applied. If you apply after you turn 65 you won't be back-paid.

You have 20 working days after you first apply to give the Veteran's Pension Centre any other documents needed to
complete your application. Otherwise, you may need to apply again. Contact them if you need more time.
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