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APPENDIX ONE – STATUTORY BOARDS 
 
 
 
WAR PENSIONS APPEAL BOARD 

The functions of the War Pensions Appeal Board (established under section 8 of the 1954 Act) 
were preserved by the transitional and savings provisions in Schedule 1 of the 2014 Act.  

This Board has continued to operate to hear appeals in respect of decisions made by the National 
Review Officer or the Secretary for War Pensions concerning claims for War Disablement 
Pensions, Surviving Spouse Pensions and Child Pensions under the 1954 Act.  

The date for lodging appeals to this Board expired in July 2016. The last of the appeals that were 
lodged before the July cut-off was heard on 22 September 2016. The decision was released on 7 
November 2016. 

The Appeal Board comprised four members.  Two members had to be medical practitioners, one 
of whom was to be appointed as a representative of the members of the Forces on the nomination 
of the Royal New Zealand RSA.  All members were appointed by the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs. 

The members of the War Pensions Appeal Board were: 

 Mr David McGregor OBE, ED, LLB (Chairperson) 

 Ms Rebecca Ewart LLB, LLM, MBA (Deputy Chairperson) 

 Dr Peter Robinson (nominated by the RNZRSA) 

 Dr Donald Stewart 

 

If the Board has not been disestablished prior, the terms of office of all four members expire on 31 
July 2017. 
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VETERANS’ HEALTH ADVISORY PANEL 
 

The Veterans’ Health Advisory Panel is established under section 254 of the Veterans’ Support 
Act.  The functions of the Panel are to provide advice and guidelines to the Minister of Veterans’ 
Affairs on: 
 

 assessing the relationship between qualifying operational service and impairment for the 

purpose of assessing eligibility to entitlements 

 the impacts of service on veterans’ health 

 monitoring veterans’ health 

 injuries or illnesses for which it should be presumed that deterioration after a veteran has 

left service is not service-related 

 the assessment and determination of claims by Veterans’ Affairs and medical assessors. 

 
The Panel also: 
 

 provides comments to the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs on reports prepared by Veterans’ 

Affairs and provided to it under sections 22, 23, or 24 of the 2014 Act 

 provides advice to the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs on the pairing of organs under section 

20 of the 2014 Act and on conditions to be treated as linked to service under section 21 of 

the 2014 Act 

 decides how the income of the Veterans’ Medical Research Trust Fund is to be applied for 

grants and awards 

 provides advice to the Minister regarding which conditions should be adopted as accepted 

late-onset conditions in relation to Scheme Two (as described under section 7 of the Act 

and listed under Schedule 2A of the Veterans’ Support Regulations) 

 carries out any other functions the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs requires that are consistent 

with this Act and any other enactment. 

 
The Panel consists of not more than 10 members appointed by the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs 
including the following three ex-officio members: 
 

 a medical practitioner nominated by Veterans’ Affairs 

 a medical practitioner nominated by the Chief of Defence Force 

 a person nominated by the Veterans’ Advisory Board as its representative. 
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The current members of the Panel are: 
 

 Ms Cathy O’Malley (Chairperson) (term expires on 21 July 2019) 

 Dr Marie Bismark - (term expires on 21 July 2018) 

 Dr Alastair Macleod (term expires on 18 August 2018) 

 Dr Ian Civil (term expires on 18 August 2018) 

 Wing Commander Dr -Paul Nealis (Veterans’ Affairs ex officio) (term expires on 6 

November 2018) 

 Squadron Leader Dr Andy Campbell (NZDF ex-officio) (term expires on 6 November 2018) 

 Colonel Karyn Thompson (Veterans’ Advisory Board representative) (term expires on 6 

November 2018) 

 Professor Te Kani Kingi (term expires on 6 November 2019) 

 Daniel Patrick (term expires on 6 November 2019) 

 Clive Banks (term expires on 6 November 2019). 

 

The Panel has adopted principles to guide it when making decisions on how to invest the income 
of the Veterans’ Medical Research Trust Fund in grants and awards.  

At the end of September 2016, the Panel publicly called for applications from New Zealand-based 
researchers interested in generating knowledge and understanding of veterans to improve their 
mental, physical, and social health outcomes. The funding on offer is $100,000.  

The Panel sought proposals that “address the health of veterans”. However, given that the mental 
health of serving and former serving personnel is of increasing interest to Veterans’ Affairs, as well 
as the national and international health community, the Panel specified that it was “particularly 
interested in receiving proposals addressing veterans’ mental health and well-being”.  

A two stage application process has been adopted. Initial inquiry proposals due on 11 November 
2016. Eleven were received. On 9 December 2016 the Panel met to consider these . Two were 
selected to submit a stage 2 proposal. The Panel intends to meet in March/April 2017 to consider 
the two stage 2 proposals. 
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VETERANS’ ADVISORY BOARD 

The Veterans’ Advisory Board is established under section 247 of the 2014 Act.  It provides advice 
to the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs on its own motion or on request, including advice on policies to 
be applied in respect of veterans’ entitlement. 

The Advisory Board consists of not more than seven members and one serving veteran, 
nominated by the Chief of Defence Force, as an ex-officio member.  Members are appointed by 
the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs.   

Up until October 2016 the Board had the six following members and two deputy members 
(appointed under section 249 of the Act) who could act in place of a member for whom they are 
deputy. 

 Mr Chris Mullane (Chairperson) 

 Ms Tania Good (Deputy Chairperson) – Major retired 

 Mr Mark Wheeler – Brigadier retired 

 Mr BJ Clark – President of the RNZRSA 

 Colonel Karyn Thompson 

 Warrant Officer Class One Danny Broughton (Chief of Defence Force ex-officio). 

 Wing Commander Michelle White – ex-officio deputy for Warrant Officer Class One Danny 

Broughton 

 Captain Maxine Lawes – deputy for Colonel Thompson. 

The terms of office:  

 the Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson expire in April 2018 

 Mr Clark and Mr Wheeler expire in April 2017 

 Colonel Thompson, Warrant Officer Class One Danny Broughton and their two deputies 

expire 6 November 2019.  

To date the Board has provided the Minister with advice on: 
  

 which family/whanau should be provided for by the Act 

 what support a spouse or partner of a veteran should be eligible to receive under the 

Veterans’ Independence Programme. 

Advice on the rights of estates to a veterans’ claim, review and appeal and the circumstances 
under which the rights of a spouse or partner of a deceased veteran to continue receiving 
Surviving Spouse or Partner Pension should be limited has been postponed until the Board has 
completed its work on repatriation (see below).   

On 5 October 2016, the Board was directed to consider and provide advice on New Zealand’s 
repatriation policy with an initial report expected around March 2017. The following two additional 
one-year appointments were made: 
 

 Mr Kevin Brady (term expires on 6 November 2017) 

 Sir Wira Gardiner (term expires on 6 November 2017). 
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VETERANS’ ENTITLEMENTS APPEAL BOARD 
The Veterans’ Entitlements Appeal Board is established under section 240 of the 2014 Act.  The 
function of the Veterans’ Entitlements Appeal Board is to determine appeals against review 
decisions made under the Veterans’ Support Act 2014. 

The Board consists of not more than four members appointed by the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs 
of which one must be a lawyer (within the meaning of the Lawyers and Conveyancers Act 2006) 
who has at least 7 years’ standing and two must be medical practitioners, one of whom must be 
nominated by the Royal New Zealand Returned and Services’ Association.    

The current members of the Veterans’ Entitlements Appeals Board are: 

 
 Ms Rebecca Ewart LLB, LLM, MBA (Chairperson)  

 Ms Raewyn Anderson  

 Dr Hillary Gray  

 Dr Christopher Holdaway. 

The terms of office of all four members are due to expire on 30 March 2018.  To date it has 
considered and released decisions on three appeals, which, in line with the Act, are available 
on the Veterans’ Affairs website. On 1 December the Appeal Board heard a further three 
appeals. Decisions are pending. Another eight appeals have been lodged. The Appeal Board is 
planning to meet in March/April 2017 to hear three or four (depending on complexity) of these 
appeals. 
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APPENDIX TWO – NON-STATUTORY BODIES 
 
 
 
VIET NAM VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES TRUST 

The Viet Nam Veterans and their Families Trust (the Trust) was established in 2007 as a result of 
the Memorandum of Understanding agreed between the Government and the Royal New Zealand 
RSA and Ex-Viet Nam Services Association.   

The Government provided the Trust with capital of $7 million for an initial 30-year period.  The 
interest on that sum is available for distribution by the Trust.  The Trust Deed requires the 
repayment of the capital at the conclusion of the 30-year period. 

The Trust Deed is designed to ensure that the Trust is visibly independent from the Crown, while 
maintaining strong accountability links to the veterans themselves.  The Trust is not a Crown 
Entity. 

The Trust Board comprises four Trustees appointed by the veterans’ organisations and a Chair 
jointly appointed by the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs and Minister of Defence.  The Trust is 
administered by the Department of Internal Affairs. 

The current Chair is Philippa Smith Lambert.  She was first appointed on 15 November 2010. In 
November 2016 she accepted appointment for a further three-year term. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

9 

APPENDIX THREE – LEGISLATION 
 
 
 

 Veterans’ Support Act 2014  

 legislates qualifying service and assistance available 

 updates and replaces War Pension Act 1954  

 Veterans’ Support Regulations 2014  

 Burial and Cremation Act 1964  

 provides assistance for Services Cemeteries 

 Defence Act 1990 

 provides for the establishment, control and activities of the New Zealand Defence Force 

 

ON THE VETERANS’ SUPPORT ACT 2014 

The Veteransô Support Act 2014 came into effect on 7 December 2014.  

The Act introduced new types of entitlements and support for veterans and their families, including 
the ability to provide:  

 better income support for veterans unable to work full-time 

 support to veterans under the Veterans’ Independence Programme to live independently in 

their homes 

 more social and vocational rehabilitation for current and former servicemen and women.   

 
Key principles from the War Pensions Act (War Pensions Act) remain unchanged, including:  
 

 the principle of benevolence 

 service eligibility criteria  

 
The Veterans’ Support Act 2014 introduced two new schemes: 
 

 Scheme One (7 December 2014) covers all veterans from Second World War to the Viet 

Nam War. 

 Scheme Two (7 December 2015) covers those with qualifying operational service since 1 

April 1974. 
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The Veterans’ Support Act provides more support to all qualifying veterans and their families 
through: 
 

 increased entitlements, care and support 

 a clearer decision-making process for applicants 

 payments additional to the ACC programme to recognise military service 

 new rehabilitation services that are tailored to the individual 

 extended eligibility for the Veteran’s Pension. 

The Veteransô Support Act 2014 is due to be independently reviewed from early 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


